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The life history strategy of one population is evolution-
arily more successful than that of another population if the
ratio of the first population size to the second one tends to
infinity with time. It is known that in the case of an unlimited
exponential increase of population size it is the Malthusian
coefficient, 1.e. the largest root of the Euler — Lotka equa-
tion, r, which is the criterion of evolutionary optimality.
It implies, particularly, that, all other things being equal,
an increasing (i.e. having r>0) population is evolution-
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The purpose of this communication is to call attention and
discuss social implications of another, rather counterintui-
tive, fact: all other things being equal, that decreasing (i.e.
having r<0) population is evolutionarily more successful
whose individuals reproduce later. For example, compare
two hypothetical human populations whose women, in av-
erage, live 86 years and give birth to 0.75 children during
their live, but the women of the first population reproduce
from 46 to 50 years old whereas the women of the second
one reproduce from 16 to 20. In this case, if the ratio of
the first population size to the second one is 100:100 at the
beginning, it will be 46:23 in 110 years, 28:7 in 195, etc.
So, the first population is evolutionarily more successful
(r=-0.035) than the second one (r=-0.073). We suggest,
particularly, that the really observed later average marital
age in the most European countries (mostly having <0) is
a circumstantial evidence of an unconscious tendency to
the evolutionarily optimal reproductive behavior of their
populations. We suggest also, that, may be, it is worth to
inform the population about this fact in order to make the
later reproduction conscious and, furthermore, to shift the
state support of child-bearing in favor of older age groups
of population.
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